To the Attention of Ms. Anne Marie Owens
Editor of Toronto Star

1 Yonge St Ste 400,

Toronto, Ontario

M5E 1E5

city@thestar.ca

lettertoed@thestar.ca

A copy to

S. Exc. M. Gavin Buchan

Ambassador of Canada, accredited in Bulgaria
bucst@international.gc.ca

Dear Ms. Owens,

It was with great surprise that we read Meto Koloski's January 2, 2024 article in the Toronto Star
and therefore would like to express our strong disagreement with a number of inaccurate
statements and blatant lies about the past and present of the geographical area of Macedonia,
parts of which today are located in four countries: Greece, North Macedonia, Bulgaria and
Albania. The author falsifies the entire past of the Macedonian population and suggests the
centuries-old existence of some ,,ethnic Macedonians*, although no official statistics had ever
recorded the existence of such a population until 1944. What the author does corresponds to the
spirit of the Yugoslav communist propaganda that has been forged in Belgrade and Moscow. M.
Koloski makes baseless accusations against Bulgaria and Greece, which aim to deepen the
instability and confrontation in the Central Balkans, and which serve the interests of Serbia and
Russia in the region. At the same time, these falsifications are used to justify the systematic
violation of the fundamental human rights of the Bulgarians in North Macedonia, which
continues today.

In order not to remain misleading, we would like to emphasise that:

- After the Great Migration of Peoples, when the formation of the modern political and
ethnographic map of Europe began, in the geographical area of Macedonia, at that time a part of
the Bulgarian state, the Bulgarian nationality was formed based on the common state language
and the accepted Christian religion;

- When Byzantium conquered the First Bulgarian state in 1018, it preserved the autonomy of the
Bulgarian church, whose seat was in Ohrid, today in North Macedonia. This church, under the
name ,,Archbishopric of Ohrid of the First Justinian and of All Bulgaria®, existed until 1767;

- When the Ottoman Empire ruled Macedonia, it recognized the existence of a Bulgarian people
in Macedonia, which had its own schools and churches and published literature in Bulgarian;

- After the partition of the Bulgarian nation in 1878, when Macedonia remained in the Ottoman
Empire, the Bulgarians in that area led a struggle — first for autonomy, and then for
independence;



- When in 1913 the geographical area of Macedonia was conquered by several Balkan states, the
territory of present-day North Macedonia was occupied by Serbia and all Bulgarian schools and
churches there were destroyed and the population was not allowed to express its Bulgarian
identity. Dissenters were repressed and Killed.

Despite this tyrannical regime, those who emigrated from Macedonia and then settled in
countries with democratic governments, declared themselves Bulgarians or Bulgarians from
Macedonia (Macedonian Bulgarians) and established their own Macedonian-Bulgarian
organizations, schools and churches.

The first Macedonian-Bulgarian church ,,St. Cyril and Methodius* in Toronto was founded in
1910 and since then the city has attracted more and more immigrants from Macedonia. In the
1960s, the Macedonian immigrants began to arrive. In the 1960s Toronto emerged as the largest
overseas center of the Macedonian Bulgarians. They built four Macedonian-Bulgarian churches
of their own. Libraries, halls and schools functioned alongside. They maintain their own radio
and television broadcasts.

Scientists and politicians in North America have always defended the truth of the existence of a
Bulgarian population in Macedonia, in confirmation of which we send you an additional
reference (Appendix 1). When the 37th Congress of the Macedonian Patriotic Organizations
(MPO) was held in Toronto in 1958, the main speaker was the Canadian Minister of Labor,
Michael Starr. In his speech, he stated, ,,Macedonia, which gave the Slavic-Bulgarian alphabet,
reading and writing to all Slavs, Macedonia, which was the cradle of Bulgarian enlightenment
and culture, must be free. It is an honour to all of you... that you have not forgotten the fate of
your ancestral homeland Macedonia and the slave fate of your brothers and sisters.“ (Appendix
2).

The Encyclopaedia Canadiana of 1960 states: “The number of Bulgaro-Macedonian immigrants
increased after the Second World War and especially after the end of the civil war in Greek
Macedonia. Thus, by 1960, the number of Bulgaro-Macedonians in Toronto was 16,000. Many of
the immigrants adapted rapidly to the Canadian way of life.” (Appendix 3).

In 1978, the 57th MPO Congress was held in Toronto. At that time, the Toronto Star reported
that “More than 6,000 Macedonian-Bulgarians in Canada and the United States gather in Metro
during this Labor Day Holiday weekend for the annual convention of the Macedonian Patriotic
Organization of North America at the Harbour Castle Hilton Hotel.” (Appendix 4).

The guest and main speaker of this congress was the Canadian Minister of Multiculturalism,
Norman Cafik. On this occasion, one of the delegates stated: ,,We were... tremendously
impressed with Mr. Cafik — his warmth, sincerity and obvious belief in the Multicultural policy
of our Canadian Government — a policy which we, first as Canadians, and also, as Macedonian-
Bulgarians, appreciate and benefit from so much — a policy which we wish was afforded to every
society today.” (Appendix 5).

Unfortunately, these human rights have not been granted to the Bulgarians in North Macedonia
after its secession from Yugoslavia in 1991. Today, the struggle continues to recognize the
human rights of those citizens of North Macedonia who, despite the ongoing repressions, still
preserve their Bulgarian identity and wish to express it freely. Unfortunately, the authorities in
Skopje continue to refuse to include in their constitution the part of the Bulgarian people that



lives on their territory. Moreover, this is the main condition that the EU sets as a must for North
Macedonia to be able to start EU membership negotiations.

Given the facts presented here, we urge the Toronto Star to publish our position as a right of
reply to Meto Koloski's propagandist text.

Signatories:
Lyubcho Georgievski - Chairman of the Bulgarian . |
Cultural Club ,,lvan Mihailov* in Bitola, banned in 2023 7= /
by the authorities in North Macedonia. k. L‘» V4
Hristian Pendikov - Secretary of the Bulgarian Cultural
Club ,,Tsar Boris 111* in Ohrid, banned in 2023 by the \Vﬁ -
authorities in Northern Macedonia. AL

Vida Boeva-Popova, personal assistant of Ivan o )
Mihailov, who died in 1990 in Rome, the last leader of Lhaat
the Macedonian Liberation Movement founded in 1893.

Bill George, chairman of MPO ,,Lyuben Dimitroff®,

Toronto. / ) QA
/ﬁ(éfz/{/"/

Pierre Gavrile, chairman of MPO ,, Todor Alexandrov*, —
Brussels. = 0

Boshko Dobrevski, chairman of MPO ,,Strumishkata
Petorka®, Brasil.

Georgi Zaharieff, chairman of MPO ,,Asen Avramov*, — )
New York. /

Elitsa Rizova, chairman of MPO ,,Simeon Radev*,

London. i
= F: '/V ) 7
Tsanko Serafimov, chairman of MPO ,,Ivan Mihailov*, = ¥
Gotse Delchev (Nevrokop). ; /
A



Nikolay Yovev, chairman of MPO ,,Boris Sarafov®,
Blagoevgrad (Gornda Djumaya).

Nick Bonev, representative of Macedonian Bulgarians
in Los Angeles.

Alexander Dimitov, nephew of the secretary of MPO
and editor-in-chief of ,,Macedonian Tribune*.

Iva Belitchka, chairman of Canadian-Bulgarian Center
,Zornitsa® and MPO “Montreal”.

Goran Serafimov — Chane, representative of the New
political immigration from North Macedonia in
Bulgaria.

Spas Tashev, Co-chairman of the Association of the
Descendants of the Resettlers and Refugees from the
territory of North Macedonia, Sofia, Bulgaria.

The undersigned consent to be represented by:

Alexander Karadjov, chairman of MPO ,,Justice®,
Toronto.
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akaradov@rogers.com
237 Sackville Street
Toronto

ON

Canada

January 26, 2024
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Appendix 1
APPENDIX

SOME FACTS AND PERSONALITIES BY WHOSE REMEMBRANCE
WE EXPRESS OUR APPRECIATION OF THE USA

W, thankful to the USA because It gave a shelter and opportunity
t:r w:rl‘("md. development of the abllities and talents of our ancestors
who were compeled to leave Macedonia because of the attrocities of the
Serbian (Yugoslavian) and Greek authorities,

2. We are grateful to the USA because due to American Democracy we
can vo.fce frgo? our opinion on any burning issue. The Macedonian Bulgar-
jans in the Old Country are deprived of basic civil rights.

8. Many Americans who exrosed the truth about Macedonia, used to en-
eonngen{m to defend that, which our nation was deprived of by the occupiers.

4. Our hearts are gladdened becauee of the fact that almost simultaneous-
Iy with the national-revolutionary upheaval of the American people during
the second half of the 18-th century, the First Apostle of the Bulgarian
National Revival — the monk PAISII (a Macedonian Bulgarian), enlighten-
ed and inspired the Bulgarians revealing in his famous “SLAVONIC—
BULGARIAN HISTORY” the glorious past of our nation. He ardently
appealed to our people to struggle for religious and political independence.
There is a curious similarity in the context of Fr. Paisii’s Appeal and the
American Declaration of Independence.

5. Not only the Macedonian Bulgariang, but the whole Bulgarian nation
is grateful to the American missionaries (Protestant pastors). These self-
sacrificing American worked as enlighteners among our people begining as
early as the 20-es of the 19-th century. They greatly helped in the shaping
of the modern Bulgarian literary language in an era when all Bulgarian
districts — Macedonia, Thrace, Moesia, Moravsko, Shopsko, Timoshko,
Branichevo, Roupsko, and Dobroudzha, suffered under the brutal and
barbarian rule of the Turks, in an era witnessing the tremendous efforts
of the Greek alergy to hellenize the Bulgarians through the activity of the
Orthodox Church.

The American missionary Dr. RIGGS was the first to choose the most
suitable dialect for translating the Bible into Bulgarian language. Such
translations appeared in 1827, 1840, 1858 and in 1871 and were spread in
large circulation among the Bulgarians.

The magazine ZORNITSA, published by the missionaries for tens of
years, played particularly beneficial role. Out of nearly 100 Bulgarian books
printed in the course of the 19-th century, 70 were printed in the missionary
printing shops in Jzmir (Smyrna) and Istanbul (Constantinople).

The American missionaries sided with the Bulgarian population in Ma-
cedonia opposing the aspirations of the Greek clergy backed by the Athens
government,

The magazine OUTLOOK in its issue of November, 7, 1908 prints the'
letter of the American missionary Luis BOND. This letter is an answer to
the offer of the American Ambassador to Turkey that all US missionaries
to withdraw immediately from the Bitolya district of Macedonia, where the
Bulgarians rose in arms against the Turkish Sultan’s despotic regime in 1908.
An excerpt of the letter reads: “We would rather die in Macedonia, if it is
the Will of God,.than to continue living somewhere outside this land and
""”‘T': ol ROBERT COLLEGE in Constantinople was of great

e erican n
;l;:g toftt:e whole iBulg:rlli”; nn!tlon. Includel(xlls t:n:d l\gl:\::gonhn Bulgarians.
uture prominent Bulgarians were educa )

’l')r. G. WRSHBURN. n lfmg-tlme Head-Master of Robert College wrote



) In
« rs in Constantinople” (Boston and New York, 1909). )
A LR T D o
ries of the area populated mostly o uanimatisly
of Macedonia and that the same boundarles werz }'ecoglnthe J
by the ambassadors of all great European courlxst'_} gsi W gt
Conference on the Bulgarian %ueetlon held In in oA,
The missionary Dr. Edward B. HASKEI'J‘L wroteﬂn l?tm ogf i
nitsa” of July, 19, 1917 an article entitled “The I‘:ia 31}3 di};ferent L M
donian Population”. It is stated that the author has vei i!t‘] ey ren N
nia for 21 years. Dr, Haskell stresses explicitly tha
\?vfhehﬁ:\g:gomajority of ghe Macedonian population is comprised of Bulgaria;m.
6. We should mention also that about 900,000 Macedonian Bulgarians lve.
today in Communist Bulgaria Itself. The major portion of them 8:_1': teim
migrants from Serbia (Yugoslavia) and Greece and the lesser — coanllu ng
the population of the so called Pirin Macedonia, an }nteg'ral part o i u ga(li'la
since 1918, More than a quarter of million Macedonian Bulgarians live x:lfr; eg
Greek occupation in Aegean Macedonia and another 1,100,000 live lco ifine
within the frontiers of the ethnic conglomerate known as Yugoslavia.
Until 1912 Macedonia was under Turkish rule. The then Bulgamgl
population of this historical-geographic district numbered 1,2_00,000 accor (i
ing to objective European statistics. The Macedonian Bulgarians possesse
their own schools, churches, monasteries and other social and cultural in-
stitutions and organizations set up by the means and the efforts of the local
Bulgarians during the 19-th century. When the Serbian and Greek troops
rushed into Macedonia in October, 1912, thousands of Bulgarian Orthodox
churches, schools and libraries were closed or destroyed, or converteq 1pt2
Serbian or Greek ones correspondingly. The Catholic high sg,hool “Zeytinlik
in Thessaloniki (Solun) was also closed because the bulk of ifs students were
Macedonian Bulgarians. Later, the Serbian and Greek occupiers expelled
all Protestant missionaries.

7. We always pronounce the name of the outstanding American publicist
Januarius Aloysius MACGAHAN (born in 1844 in Perry, Ohio), with a
great respect.

Mr. MacGahan described the horrible massacres which followed the
APRIL 1876 UPRISING of the Bulgarian people. This tragic but heroic
episode from the history of our nation created favourable conditions for
the liberation of part of the Bulgarian lands from the Turkish yoke in 1878.
Unfortunately, due to the mutual enmity and rivalry between the Great.
Powers, Bulgaria was torn according to the cruel decisions of the July, 1878"
Treaty of Berlin. The Treaty of Berhin eliminated the provisions of the well-
known SAN STEFANO TREATY of March, 1878 envisaging the resurrec-
tion of the Bulgarian Kingdom, which was supposed to incorporate four
fifths of Macedonia. And yet the Berlin Treaty prescribed certain reforms
to be introduced, aiming to gain autonomy for Macedonia, However, they
were never applied.

MacGahan travelled throughout Bulgaria accompanied by Mr. Schuyler
— the American ambassador to Turkey. The name of MacGahan will be
kept eternally on the pages of Bulgarian history,

8. Being unable to enumerate here all American scholars, writers, states-
men, newspapers etc., who sympathized with the plague of the Macedonian -
Bulgarians, we shall express our admiration and thankfulness to alt of them
mentioning only several names. :

a) H. A. GIBBONS writes:

“In considering the Macedonian problem, it must never be forgotten
that the great bulk of the population of Macedonia is Bulgarian, in spite of
alt 'the learned dessertations and inposing statistics of Greek and Serhian
writers,” )



(Gibbons, H. A,, l:;'l‘he New Map of Europe”, New York, 1914, — p. 178)

Y W. M, SLOAN 8!

. "gwﬁm a uoatlo:.wthe Slavs of Macedonia are Bulgarlgns." Sork

(Sloane, W. M., “The Balkans: A Laboratory of Hietory”,, New York,

)lv’i'l 4 "MONROE '

c .S : ”

“The Bulgarians far outnumber all the other races in Macedonia.

(Monroe, W".ms.. “Bulgaria and Her People: With an Account of thesl‘?;gl)-
kan War, Macedonia and the Macedonian Bulgars, Boston, 1914 — i,;i i

d) From one letter to Sir Edward GRAY, as well as to the prime ministers
of the other Great Powers:

“After years of acquaintance with Macedonia, either through residence
or travel, or both, mingling with the people and living in their .homei,yv}el are
fully convinced that the great bulk of population in the region whic i we
have indicated as the Macedonian field of our work, is Bulgarian in o gin','
language, and customes, and forms an integral part of the Bulgarian nation.

(Samokov, Bulgaria, Aug. 5, 1918, Signed: J .F. Clarke, D. D, Missxonaryv

in European Turkey for 54 years; J. W. Baird, D.D., Missionary in Europ-

ean Turkey for 40 years; Robert Thomson of Edinburgh, Missionary for
30 years oi Oonstantinople and European Turkey)

e) From the telegram to President Wilson: 2 oo

“It is the testimony of our Mission which has workegl without political
aims among Balkan peoples for 60 years, that in the territory of our Mace-
donian field extending from Skopie and Ohrida to Drama, the great bulk
of the population is Bulgarian in origine, language and customs, and forms
an integral part of the Bulgarian nation.” d

(Samokov, Bulgaria; December 11, 1918. Missionary of the American

Board, Signed: Lercy F. Ostrander, Lyle D. Woodruff, H. B. King)

f) Mr. Albert SONNICHSEN, an American writer and newspaperman,
who was a guerrilla, member of a Macedono-Bulgarian revolutionary regi-
ment fighting the Turks. He travelled in Central, Southern an Western Ma-~
cedonia in 1907 together with his Bulgarian friends from the IMRO (In-
ternal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization). Later, in 1909, he publnsh-
ed in New York his book “Confession of a Macedonian Bandit”. He under-
lines on many pages in this book as well as in the Social Studies Encyclop-
aedia (1930 original editicn; edited by Edwin R. A, Seligman and Alvin
Johnson), that the Macedonian Slavs are Bulgarians,

g) In September, 1901, the Boston Missionary Miss Ellen M. STONE was
kidnapped by Macedonian revolutionaries and spent several months among
the revolutionary-minded Bulgarian people in Macedonia.

After her release, she depicted her dramatic experience in the Amer-
ican magazine “McClure”. When speaking about her impressions of Mace-
‘donia, she praised the generosity, the tender and friendly attitude of her-
captors and of the common Mecedonian Bulgarians. She did not mention any
other nationality but Bulgarians in her lectures about Macedonia befores
the American public.

_After World War II, in the Serbian-domiated communist Yugoslavia, °
a film was made devoted to Miss Stone’s abduction. But the Serbian com-
munist propaganda does not mention at all the numerous interviews and:
talke of Miss Stone which indicate the presence of Bulgarian population in
Macedonia, Belgrade propaganda calls both the revolutionaries and the people
who kidnapped Miss Stone and with whom she lived for a leng time — “Ma-
cedonians”, “Macedonians” are not only the Bulgarians, but also the Alban-
ians, Aro.umz.mia'n,a (Vlachs), Greeks and Turks living in the historical-
geographic district of Macedonia, The Serbo-communists strive to “prove”
that there is an independent South-Slavonic ‘““Macedonian” nation. This is
absolutely ridiculous! Until 1946 none spoke about any other Slavs in Ma-
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cedonia but Bulgarians, The government of Yugoslavia headed by Tito
decided after World War II to Impone the geographic denomination of the
district — Macedonia, as a basle for the national name of the Bulgarian
poople, who inhabited thia anclent land for 156 centuries. According to the
“logic” of the Yugoalay communists, we should concider for example that
a man from the town of Turs in the French historic province of Touraine,
or another from Montpelller in Languedoe, are not French but corr -
ingly of Tourainian or Languadocian nationality! The Bulgarians living
today in communist Yugoslavia are subjected to brutal usimllatl'gn. They
have two choices — to become elther “Macedonians” or “Serblans”.

h) The New York stationed “Geographical Society” published in 1917 the
book of Mr. Leon Dominian “Frontiers of Language and Nationality of
Europe”. According to the author's data, 81.5% of the Christian population
in Macedonia are Bulgariane totalling 1,172,186.

i) S. P, FOGDALL, Ph. D., wrote an interesting article on the Macedoni-
;: %t;;ﬁon in the Geneva published newspaper LA MACEDOINE of April

j) Prof. Rudolf BRODA delivered a lecture in Geneva on Novemer 3, 1931,
and defended the idea of an independent Macedonia.

k) Prof. Ferdinand SHERRIL from the University of Chicago published
an article in “La Macedoine” (Geneva) on November 27, 1931 also recom-
mending the idea of an independent Macedonia. !

1) Prof. Dr. Fritz KRUGER, a specialist in International Law and Amer-
ican Diplomacy from Columbia University, spoke and wrote many times in
Defence of the Macedonian Bulgarians suffering under Yugoslavian (Serb-
ian) and Greek occupation. He was a frequent contributor to “La.Macedo-
ine” (Geneva) during 1931, He also promoted the idea of the creation of an
inderendent Macedonian State. Y

m) Prof. John BAKELLES is a former editor of “The Forum” and “Liv-
ing Age"” and author of books on political and economic problems. In many
of his articles and lectures presented in the USA between the two World
Wars, he has defended the cause of the Macedonian Bulgarians enslaved
by Yugoslavia and Greece.

On August 18, 1932 he gave a talk on the Macedonian Question in
Williamstown, Massachussets, before the local Political Science Institute.
At this meeting Prof. Bakelles was joined by J. Fisher — doctor in political
science from Columbia University, a former professor at Robert College in
Constantinople and by Dr. Arnold Wallfers. ‘

On November 2, 1934, Mr. Bakelles spoke about IMRO at a meeting of
the American Academy in Political and Social Studies. The professors
Bernard Smith and Luigi Villari also delivered speeches devoted to the
marthyrdom of the Macedonian Bulgarians, This meeting was attended by
many eminent Americans and was presided by the American Secretary of
Treasury Mr, Morgentau, a former American ambassador to Turkey during
the adminietration of President Wilson. The speeches of the three speakers
were printed in the January issue of the Academy in question.

Mr. Bakelles also spoke in Troy, New York and in Providence, Rhode
Island in 1930.

The newspaper MACEDONIAN TRIBUNE — Indianapolis, Indiana,
in its issue of July 14, 1982 wrote about the meeting between John Bakelles
and the IMRO leader Ivan Mihailov,

n) Dr. A, H. LYBYER s a scholar well acquainted with the Balkan
problems, former professor at Robert College in Constantinople. He delivered
a speech at the Convention of the Macedonian Patriotic Organizations (MPO)
held in Cleveland, Ohio on September 8, 1944, He pointed out that the Ma-

cedonian Slavs are as much Bulgarians as are all others living in the Bulgar-
Ian state,



o o erick Stani RODKRY, Assoclute Professor of History at

Miami University, publish o A
Macedoine”, Aprl\ 17. 1081 an article on the Macedonian Queation in

! 931, Geneve,

p) Dr. H. J. O'NEILL, Hend Dopartment of Economies, St. Louie Uni-
versity, delivered a speoch at the MPO Convention in St. Louls, Sept. 7, 1942.

a) Dr. J. S. Roucek, nuthor of many books Including works on national
minorities’ problems, He was a professor at Hofstra College in Hem
N.Y. He delivered a speech on the Macedonian Question at the MPO Con-
vention in Pittsburgh, Pennaylvgnia, held in September, 1940.

r) Dr. R. A, LUHMAN, founder of the First Reform Church in Youngs-
town, Ohio, addressed the 17th annual MPO Convention on Septémber 4,
1938, at Buffalo, New York.

8) Prof. Heinrich A. STAMMLER, specialist in Slavic languages in the
E:ldveasgity of Ks:;amuike lat éhe 50th annual MPO Contv:;ti%, in cme!;

0, In , 1971, He ut clearly that the Macedo
Slavs are Bulgarians. ' DO dekriy

9. There are cases when American organizations appealed for public sup-

port for the Macedonian Bulgarians, Here we give some examples:

a) In September, 1903 special committees were set up in New York and
Philadelphia which appealed to the American people to help suffering Ma-
cedonia. In August, the same year an anti-Turkish uprising broke out in
Western Macedonia. ’ .

b) Different resolutions and letters have been sent to CONGRESS in
Washington. Their authors and/or signers were outstanding Americans as
Bishcp Bruster of Hartford, Connecticutt; Senator Horr of Massachussets;
Prof. Fisher of Yale University ;Bishop Potter etc. They have appealed for
prompt support for the Macedonian Bulgarians. L

¢)In October, 1903 the Pan-American Bishops’' Conference held in Wash-
ington, D. C. endorsed a special resolution, aimed at helping the Christian
population in Macedonia,

d) In February, 1904 a group of senior Connecticutt citizens headed by
the Governor endorsed a resolution on Macedonia, insisting that all clauses
of the Berlin Treaty of 1878 be put into practice immediately. This resolu-
tion was dispatched to Congress in Washington. A

e) We must underline the generous initiative and good will in which the
work of the famous Carnegie Commission of Inquiry on the Balkan wars,
was based. The report of the Commiseion was printed in Washington, D.C.
in 1914. The American Dr. Samuel T. Dutton, Professor at Columbia Uni-
versity, was a member of the Carnegie Commission, besides the other par-
ticipants — prominent scholars and politicians from 6 countries, Many pages
of the final report are focused exclusively on the Macedonian Bulgarians
and their marthyrdom.

f) Dr. Arthur . ANDREWS, Professar in Oriental and Slavonic history
in the State University of Vermont, He was a lecturer in diplomacy in many
European universities. He delivered a lecture entitled “The Possibilities for
a Balkan Pact”, In his opinion there will not be any 8aclfication in the Bal-
kans without a justful solution of the Macedonian Question,

g) The Chairman of the American Union for Civil Rights and President
of the Political Prisoners’ International Committee Dr. Roger N. BALDWIN
voiced his protest on several occasions condemning the oppressive policy
of the Yugoslav and Greek authorities against the Macedonian Bulgarians.
He shared the idea of an independent Macedonia, an eventual member of
a Batkan Federation. He spoke about the Macedonian Question at a meet-
ing in Washington, D. C. This event was reflected in the Geneva newspaper
“La Macedoine” of March 6, 1981, Before this, the same newspaper has
quoted him repeatedly. : »

On January 19, 1928 Dr. Baldwin wrote an official letter to Sir Eric
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mond, Secretary in Chief of the League of Nations. He emphasized open-
]l;ﬂ::hat Bulgarian churches and achooﬁ; are prohibited in Yugoslavia and
Mo’

reece,

The letter reads that only the League of Nations is capable of putting
and end to the terror in Macedonia. In this letter it ie also added that some
of the members of the Political Prigoners’ International Committee have
visited Yugoslavia and Bulgaria and sided with the protests of the Macedoi
nian Immigrants' National Committee in Bulgaria against the violence o
the occupational authorities of Yugoslavia and Greece.

Many distinguished American gudges, professors, wrl.ters and states:
men were members of the International Committe for Political Prisoners;
among them: John Holms, Jimes Adames, John Lovejoy, Elliott, Alice
Hamilton, David Star Jordan, Clarence De Rois, .

h) Mable Saterly INGLASS published in the magazine “Foreign Policy

Reports” of December 6, 1933 an article named “The Balkans and the World
Crisis”, The author concentrates on the idea of an independent Macedonia,
on the Macedonian Bulgarians deprived of their civil rights etc. The maga-
zine is an organ of the “Foreign Policy Association”, ]
10. The American press has printed many times anounsements and articles
concerning the suffeting of Macedonia under the despotic and brutal rule
of inhuman regimes, The oppressors have been condemned and the heroic
resistance of the Macedonian Bulgarians depicted. Our nation had as a slogan
the often quoted phrase of Thomas Jefferson: “Resistance to tyrany is
submission to God.”

It is a pity but it is impossible to Hst here the hundreds of cases when
the name of Macedonia has appeared in the pages of the American press
since 1893. We shall mention only few of the American periodicals which
have defended the violated rights of our nation.

a) The magazine “The Independent” of August 20, 1903 wrote about the
rebelion of the Bulgarians in Macedonia and notes ite surprise at the fact
t[.;hat the insurgents were being betrayed to the Turkish authorities by the

b) Tfae magasine "Outlook’ of September 19, 190

3 pleads for reat reforms
to be introduced in Macedonia and for the appointment of a Christian Gov-
ernor,

¢) The magazine “Harper Weekly”, October 3, 1903 wrote in defence of
the rebels and indicated that they were Bulgarians,

d) The same magazine writes again on October 81, 1903 about the Bul-
garian uprising in Macedonia and pleads for the granting of authonomy
to MACEDONIA. Many U. S. press announcements are devoted to this
rebellion, knomn as “ILINDEN" (“St. Elijah’s Day”) UPRISING,
are plenty of details on the uprising in question ‘kept in US libraries and
archives,

e) Many of anounsements about the Macedonian Liber
have been published in the USA, still at a time when Mace part
of the Turkish Empire. In thie dark era, i, e. from 1898 to 1913, Macedonian
revolutionaries used to have their weaponry in the American High School
'iF Samokov (a town in the Bulgarian mainland, near the then frontier with

urkey).

f) Ryeuben H. MARKHAM, a correspondent of many years for “Christian
Science Monitor” was an excellent specialist on Balkan affers and problems,
He was particularly well acquainted with Macedonia. He wrote much mater-
ials in favour of the Macedonian Bulgarians enslaved by Yugoslavia ( Serbia)
and Greece. Sometimes he used to publish his works in Bulgarian news-
parers. He wrote mostly between the two World Wars, but continued to write
sporadically on the Macedonian Question after World War IT always empha-
tically defending the cause of the Macedonian Bulgarians, :

ation Movement
donia was a
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We present some lssues of “Chriet! X "
on the Macedonian Liberation Movemetn‘g: staen Do Mt
In Nevember issue of 1024 there appeared an American scholar’s article;
articlo of Februnry d, 1927; June 20, 1020 Juno 20, 1920 ; October 7, 1920
January 81, 1930; June 17, 1080; during March, 1981; during April, 1931.
This issue contains an itinerary by Mr. Markham describing his jurney in
%m;gt:gir:n he{é‘m;::;h‘::ﬂe; Gtreek oc(clu ation and pointing out anew the
u eatures an Vs
artlcl:vof a%? ‘ : 'tmtl- l anguage of the Macedonian Sla

g) We point out certain articles from “New York Times”: April 20,
1927 article by Prof, G. P, Gooch of Cambridge University ; article of May 1,
1927; June 26, 1927 article by the political writer Ann McCormick ; of March
16, 1928; June 24, 1928; July 16, 1928 article by Dr, Henry Suzallo; Aprill
9, 1929; July 11, 1929; November 11, 1929; of March 8, 1920; March 11,
1930; June 18, 1930; March 7, 1981; of April 12, 1931; of December 17,
1933 — about the rights of the Bulgarian minorities; of January 21, 1934;
of May 5,1936. '

_h) “New York Herald Tribune” article of August 19, 1928 - by Ann
0' Hair McCormick; an article of May 5, 1935.

i) “Chicago Daily News” article of January 9, 1924 ; of December 5, 1927 ;
of March 20, 1928; of Aprill 22, 1928, ;

k) “Chicago Tribune” of March 10 'and June, 1930.

1) “Detroit Free Press” of October 23, 1927' of November 1, 1927; of
November 11, 1927; of January 15, 1928.

m) “Daily News Sun” of October 13, 1927.

n) “Springfield Sun” of September 17, 1932.

0) “The Nation” of May 23, 1925 — article by Mr. Paul Rowland ; article-
of October, 1928 by the same author. ‘Mr. Rowland writes here that all
foreigners. who have lived in Macedonia before 1912, including the American
and French consuls and missionaries unanimously acknowledge that Ma-
cedonia is a Bulgarian land. .

p) “Indianapolis Star” of April 12; 1928 and July 9, 1928,

q) “Cincinnati Inquirer” of January 13, 1929,

r) “Associated Press” of September 18, 1928; of June 25, 1929; February
4, 1930; of December 25, 1932, b

s) “Daily News Sun” of October 13, 1929.

t)“Omaha Tribune” of April 25, 1930.

u) The magazine “The New Republic” of December 31, 1930 underlines
that the Slavs living in Macedonia are of Bulgarian origin and are subjected

to merciless assimilation by force.

v) “United Press” of March 17, 1981,
w) The magazine “The Town Crier”, New York, Nevember, 1932. It was

published by the American Political Education League, by Town Hall and

the Economical Club,

x) “New York Sun” of April 19, 1935,
y) In the memoirs of the famous Macedonian leader and reovlutionary

Ivan Mihailov, a Bulgarian by nationality, there are plenty of foreign press
quotations between the two World Wars about the Macedonian Liberation
Movement. The 45 American official witnesses revealed clearly that this
is & struggle of the Bulgarian population against the brutal Serbian and
Greek invaders; Another 58 American documents emphasize that there is’
hardly any other nation in Burope which is suppressed so much, and denied
the rights of national minorities as the Bulgarian in Eastern and Southern
Yugoslavia and Northern Greece, According to these American documents,
the unfortunate Bulgarian population in Macedonia are subjected to an-
integral cultural-national genocide, to a gradual denationalization.

11. We shall mention some facts linked with the sympathetic attitude of
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American foreign policy in regard to Macedonia:
Ha) The President Theodore Roosevelt aer?c;) the Secretary of State Jo{l’g
ay expressed their sympathy with the Macedonian Bulgarians. The
Government assured Great Britain of its readiness to give all necessary
support if needed to impose the fulfilment of article No 23 of the Berlin
> ty, an article preseribing autonomy for Macedonia. ¢
) When concluding the Peace Treaties after World War I, Presiden
Woodrow Wilson appointed a 3 member commission to prepare a report on
Balkan Peninsula problems and to submit another report on conditions for
settling down of the Balkan controversies. The commission Was COMPIISEf
of: S. E. Mazes, David Hunter Miller and Walter Lippman. The commission's
presentation was headed: “Outline of Tentative Report”. it
¢) The former Bulgarian Prime-Minister during World War I, Vass
Radoslavov wrote that the Bulgarian neighbours and war victors Serbia,
Greece and Rumania have stubbornly insisted at the Peace Conference in
Neuilly, near Paris, that Bulgaria be divided between them. But the USA
was the country that put a stumbling bloc before their nasty aspirations
and greediness.

d) After World War I the USA reached a common agreement with Eng-
land, Japan an Italy, that autonomy be given to Macedonia — concerning
the counties which were to be incorporated in the newly created Serbo—
Croato—Slovenian Kingdom (Yugoslovia). However other countries suc-
ceeded by cunning and insidious diplomatic manoeuvres in preventing the
implementation of this project. Thus they continued with new impetus their
denationalization campaign in Macedonia.

There is an interesting book by David Hunter Miller treating this
project for autonomy—*“My Diary at the Conference of Paris” (N. Y.1925).

e) The USA has insisted vigorously that Serbia and Greece to sign a treaty
for the protection of national minorities.

Mr. Robert J. Caldwell, an American delegate to the Peace Conference
of Paris pleaded for ensuring civil rights for the Macedonian Bulgarians.

We are firmyl confident that the Bulgarian population in Macedonia
will be saved after all from the clutches of their torturers, that the Mace-
donian Question will be solved in the most just manner; that Macedonia
will gain her independence which was the 1893.ideal of our ancestors —
the founders of IMRO — the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organi-
zation

12



Appendix 2

Macedonian Tribune, September 4, 1958.

Translation of fragment from the Canadian Minister of Labor Michael Starr speech:
»Macedonia, which gave the Slavic-Bulgarian alphabet, reading and writing to all Slavs,
Macedonia, which was the cradle of Bulgarian enlightenment and culture, must be free. It is an
honour to all of you... that you have not forgotten the fate of your ancestral homeland Macedonia
and the slave fate of your brothers and sisters.*
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Appendix 3

dia Canadians (Volume 6, pub.
lished by Groller, 1060).

‘As enrly sk 1896 3 few young
Bulgaro-Masedonion pensants
left the regions of Eastoria
(Kostur) and Florina (Lexin)
in south Macedenia and

lowed during the next decade
by only scattered individumls.’

The article continves that
the next influx of immigrants
occured after the IRinden Rev-
olt. The majority of these were
me¢n - who found work and es-
tablished homes to brimng their
families to. Very few Bulgaro-
Macedonians came into Canada
aftter the First World War due
to the economic oolapse of
1929.

The number of Bulgaro-Ma-
cedonian immigrants increased
after the Second World War
and especlally after the end of
the civil war m Greek Macedo-
nia. Thus, by 1950, the number
of Bulgaro-Macedonians i To-
ronto was 16,000. Many of the
immigrants adapted rapidly to
the Canadian way of Mfe and
improved their economic posi-
tion. Many of their children
went on ¢o recelve an univer.
8ity education.

In the city of Toronto, the
Bulgaro - Macedonians have
built two Bulgaro-Macedonian
Eastern, Orthodox churches,
The Encyclopedia also states
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u or
ality”. On the contrary, under
the heading “Mwcedonia”™ the
Encyclopedia has the reference
‘SEE BULGARIAN PEOPLE
AND ORIGIN’,

i
|

had access to the British Docu-
ments on the Origina of the
War, 1848-1918. In those chap-
ters of the book dealing with
the Balkan Peninswla, he
writes: “The territory of which
Bulgaria was deprived by the
cohgress of Berlin was caled
“Macedonia” simply as a mmt-
ter of administrative conveni-
ence.’

and
‘... historically a Macedonidn
i8 simply a Bulgarian who was
%8 b’ok under Turkish ruie in

George Mindemeff

Encyclopaedia Canadiana of 1960
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Appendix 4

5,000 Macedonians gather in Metro
| this weekend

By JOE SERGE
Star staff writer

More than 5,000 Macedonian-
Bulgarians “in Canada and the
United States gather in Metro
during this Labor Day Holiday
weekend for the annual con-
vention of the Macedonian Pat-
riotic Organization of North
America at the Harbour Castle
Hilton Hotel. '

The organization, founded in
1922, is committed to the crea-
tion of an independent, free
Macedonia, brought about by
the cession, through political
pressurcs and public opinion,
of lands now recognized as
part of Greece, Yugosiavia and
Bulgaria.

There are more than 60,
000 Canadians of Macedonian
origin in Metro. The convention
was last held in Metro in 1965,

FOLK DANCING

Highlights of the convention
which ends Monday, include a
Macedonian Day celebration at
Harbourfrom Saturday includ-
ing displays, foods and folk
dancers, There'll he gala dances
Saturday and Sunday nights

at the hotel's convention cen-

tre, and a  bhanguel  Sunday
when Norman Cafik, minister
of state responsible for multi-
culturalism, will he the guest
speaker.

Louis Phillips, convention co-
ordinator, said the patriotic
organization encourages loyalty
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among immigrants and their
descendants to the respective.
sountries where they live as
well as to strive for an inde-
pendent Macedonia.

“The membership is con-
vinced that only the creation
of an independent Macedonia,
with guaranteed equal rights
for all ethnic groups within her
boundaries, will eliminate the
friction between the neighbor-
ing nations and bring about a
genuine peace in the Balkans,”
he said.

Macedonia has been ruled by
various empires from the Rom-
an to Byzantine and the Otto-
man Turks, Territorial conflicts
have continued throughout the
last 100 years. In 1913 Mace-
donia was split among Greece,
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia.

3-WAY SPLIT

In 1945 that part under Yu-
goslavia gained a4 form of in-
dependence in name, as the Re-
public of Macedonia. But Mace-
donians, including Canadian-
born hillips, see that only as a
token  gesture, a political and
propaganda move,

“If’s not what we want for
Macedonia, The people  still
don’t. enjoy full human rights,
We can't  settle for second-
beat.” The only solution to the
“"Macedonian  question,” he
said, is complete independence,
the creation of a Switzerland in
the Balkans,

Toropto Star, August 30, 1978



Appendix 5

ANNABELLE PHILLIPS
Introducery Guest Speaker
(left) Andy Pandoff, (right) Mrs. Pandoff

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST SPEAKER

Your Grace, Reverend Fathers,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

It was about a year ago that
my husband and I were invited
to Ottawa to attend the opening
of an exhibition at the National
Museum of Man. At that gath-
ering, the Guest speaker was
the newly - appointed Minister
of State for Multiculturalism,
the Honourable Norman Cafik.
We were both tremendously im-
pressed with Mr. Cafik — his
_warmth, sincerity and obvi-
ous belief in the Multicultural

policy of our Canadian Govern-
ment — a policy which we,
first as Canadians, -and also, as
Macedonian-Bulgarians, appre-
ciate and benefit from so much
— & policy which we wish was
afforded to every society today.

There are many statistics I
could read to you regarding Mr.
Cafik’s outstanding career from
the time he was elected to the
House of Commons in 1968, in-
cluding appointments in various
fields from external affairs to
national defense. He played a

Canada's Minister of Multiculturalism speaks to Macedonian Bulgarians in Toronto, September
3, 1978 (left). Leader of the Macedonian liberation movement Ivan Mihailov addresses
Macedonian Bulgarians in Toronto with a speaking greeting, September 2, 1978 (right).
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