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SLOVENIA IN SOFIA

A COPY TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, THE PRESIDENT
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, THE PRIME
MINISTER AND THE MASS MEDIA

Subject: Claim of the President of the Republic of North Macedonia, Mr Stevo Pendarovski
that the long-standing unresolved internal problems in his country constitute a bilateral dispute
with Bulgaria.

DEAR MS PIRC MUSAR,
DEAR MR MILANOVIC,

During your joint press conference in Skopje on September 11, 2023, your colleague Mr
Stevo Pendarovski, President of the Republic of North Macedonia, stated that ‘if the countries of
the Western Balkans insist first on resolving bilateral disputes, then none will enter the
EU...because the bilateral dispute with Bulgaria takes up the entire traditional accession agenda’.
We would like to draw your attention to the fact that with this statement Mr Pendarovski is actually
openly stating that the Republic of North Macedonia will not enter the EU because it has no
intention of resolving the so-called ‘bilateral dispute’. Mr Pendarovski's statement is solely in the
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interest of third countries, whose goal for decades has been to erode the democratic processes in
North Macedonia and destabilize the countries of the Western Balkans.

Our association was created by individuals originating from the group of over 400,000
Bulgarian citizens, descendants of refugees or migrants from the territory of today's Republic of
North Macedonia, who are part of about 1.3 million Bulgarian citizens who independently report
their origin being from the geographical area of Macedonia. We are closely monitoring the ongoing
processes there and believe that in this essentially anti-Macedonian thesis, Mr. Pendarovski resorts
to a number of manipulations.

If Skopje ever had a bilateral dispute with another country, it was with Greece because of
the Greek authorities' independent use of the name of ‘Macedonia’. This bilateral dispute lasted
28 years, during which time Greece imposed an economic embargo on the country (1994-1995),
required the use of the provisional name of ‘Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia’ and vetoed
its NATO membership. Only after Skopje in the Prespa Agreement (2018) agreed to add the
definition of ‘North’ to the name of the country, was this bilateral dispute resolved.

This is not the case with the need to amend the Constitution of North Macedonia, in
accordance with the country's commitments arising from the so-called French proposal of July
2022. Unfortunately, Mr Pendarovski is once again trying to conceal the essence of the traditional
problems in his country by manipulating public opinion and the international community.

Therefore, as an organization which expresses the interests of that part of the population
which is connected to North Macedonia, we would like to draw your attention to the fact that the
‘bilateral dispute’ with Bulgaria referred to by Mr Pendarovski is actually much older. It began in
the autumn of 1944 as an internal Macedonian matter and was expressed in the large-scale
opposition between the traditional Bulgarian identity and the new Serbo-Macedonian (Serbo-
communist) identity imposed by the Yugoslav government. The scale of the anti-Bulgarian
repressions can be judged from a 1949 summary of the former Department for the Protection of
the People (ONZA), which in 1946 became part of the the State Security Administration (UDBA).
This report equated ‘Greater Bulgarianism” with ‘Vancho-Mihaylovism’ [after the ideas of lvan
Mihaylov]. The document says that ‘counter-revolutionary remnants in Macedonia have begun to
create illegal organizations, to associate with the remnants of armed Mihaylovist... bands and to
prepare the creation of new rebel groups. They are trying to create illegal organizations in the ranks
of the People's Liberation Army through the Mihaylovist Greater Bulgarian agents serving in the
Gotse Delchev Brigade... The authorities of the OZNA, by thwarting the attempted revolt in the
artillery brigade in Skopje and in the infantry regiment in Shtip, by liquidating... the Vancho-
Mihaylovist terrorist organizations led by Dr Chulev, and then Trenchev and Terziev, ...dealt
decisive blows to the counter-revolutionary and open attempts to overthrow the people's power in
the Republic of Macedonia, ...which essentially means ... the separation of Macedonia from the
fraternal community of the Yugoslav peoples and the transformation of Macedonia into a
protectorate of England and America... With the direct help of comrade Lazar Kolishevski, the
authorities of the OZNA managed to uncover the entire conspiratorial network in other parts of
the People's Liberation Army in Macedonia, in which these Great Bulgarian VVanchovist elements
were also preparing riots... The Terziev-Trenchev group was preparing a memorandum to the



United Nations in which it insisted on the creation of a ‘United Macedonia’ under the protection
of England and America.’

Cooperation between Macedonian Bulgarians, Croats and Slovenes aimed at their
liberation from the rule of Belgrade began in the 1920’s. Their new suffering under the Serbian
Communist regime once again intensified the solidarity between them. In 1950, at the 29th
Congress of the Macedonian Patriotic Organization in the United States and Canada, which was
held in Gary, Indiana, the Croats, Kruno Pandzic and Berto Dragicevic, and the Slovenian, Mirko
Geretic, editor of the émigré newspaper of Slovene State, attended as guests. It was at this time
that the foundations of the new common struggle of the oppressed peoples in Communist
Yugoslavia were laid.

The results were not late in coming and on November 5, 1950, a protest gathering of
Slovenes, Croats and Macedonian Bulgarians was held in Chicago. The Macedonian speaker at
this event was Metodi Chanev. He stated that ‘a regime led by dictator Tito has intruded in
Yugoslavia, which bears not the slightest trace of true democracy... Especially in Macedonia,
Tito's regime was not very different from the regime of the Serbian royal dynasties. Although
Macedonia was declared as one of the six federal republics of Yugoslavia, the orders for its
constitution came from Belgrade. Moreover, Tito's government ordered a new language called
‘Macedonian’ to be taught in schools. This language... is mixed with many Serbian words foreign
to the local population. The goal is to Serbianize the Macedonian Bulgarians by other means...
We do not recognize today's Yugoslavia. "

At this council, the three oppressed groups adopted a memorandum addressed to the
international community stating that the goal of the policy pursued by Belgrade was ‘to Serbianize
the Macedonian population which for centuries, according to the admissions of all prominent
philologists, has spoken only Bulgarian. The Communist rulers have denied the thousand-year
culture and education of the Macedonian Bulgarians.’

During the ensuing period, various forms of interaction were observed, and one of the
highest points in the cooperation between the Macedonian Bulgarians and Croats was the
declaration on the situation in Yugoslavia, which on 27 March 1969 was presented to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant. The document was signed on behalf of the
Croatian Liberation Movement, by Dr Stepan Hefer, and for the Macedonian Liberation
Movement by lvan Mihaylov. A mixed delegation was set up, including Stepan Hefer, Ante
Bonifacic, Otto Negovetic and Anton Nesic on the Croatian side, and Petar Atsev, Hristo Atanasov
and Blagoj Markov on the part of the Macedonian Bulgarians.

The document regarding the population in Macedonia stated as follows: ‘Although
geographically related to their brothers in the Bulgarian state, the Macedonian Bulgarians during
their nearly seven decades of struggles for liberation declare that in the name of Balkan peace and
harmony, they are making a sacrifice by accepting the creation of an independent Macedonia,
organized according to the example of Switzerland, with equal civil rights of all nationalities living
in the country — Bulgarians, Turks, Greeks, Romanians, Albanians, etc... In the Yugoslav state
there are a number of well-established historical, ethnographic and culturally distinct nationalities:



Croats, Slovenes, Serbs, Macedonian Bulgarians, etc., with their own national aspirations. A cure
must be found for the open wounds in the body of Europe, since there are still unresolved national
issues, including those of Croats and Macedonian Bulgarians.’

We enclose several documents confirming the facts presented by us.

From what has been written so far, it can be seen that the conflict on the territory of today's
North Macedonia has existed for a long time, as established by the Croats and Slovenes during a
period when Bulgaria did not participate in it. For this reason, under no circumstances can we
speak of a ‘bilateral dispute’. Bulgaria has intervened only very timidly in this internal Macedonian
conflict in 1948. It undertook a more decisive stance in 1963, and only in 2021 did it firmly decide
to support the demands of the oppressed Macedonian Bulgarians.

Recent developments in North Macedonia are increasingly persuading the entire civilized
world that the problem in this country is not ‘an unnecessary historical dispute with Bulgaria’ or
‘a bilateral issue,” as President Pendarovski claims. At the heart of today's problems in North
Macedonia is the unwillingness of the political elite to respect the rights of Bulgarians in the
country. In the media and in their public messages, politicians and public figures in North
Macedonia systematically use hate speech against Bulgaria and Bulgarians. The definitions of
Bulgarians in public discourse range from ‘Tatars’ to ‘occupiers’.

This demonization and dehumanization of the Bulgarians is the result of the educational
process which has not been reformed since the time of former Yugoslavia. History textbooks in
North Macedonia still present a false historical narrative. From an early age, children are
indoctrinated to hate Bulgaria and Bulgarians as bearers of the greatest evil for their country.

By inciting hatred and fear, the political elite in North Macedonia encourages hate crimes
against Macedonian Bulgarians. A sense of impunity has been created in society, and the
perpetrators of hate crimes are portrayed as heroes in the state-controlled media, along with the
impression of widespread public support for them. The ultimate goal of the authorities in Skopje
is to continue to justify the repression of the Macedonian Bulgarians by propagating hatred and
false historical narrative.

Although Skopje is silent on the matter, we recall that Bulgaria was the first country to
recognize the independence of North Macedonia in 1991 and has never denied the right of its
citizens to declare their Macedonian identity. At the same time, Bulgaria cannot close its eyes to
the systematic violation of the human rights of Macedonian citizens who preserve their Bulgarian
identity. That is why Bulgaria supported the desire of those citizens of North Macedonia who have
preserved their Bulgarian self-awareness to be included in its constitution as a people with a right
to statehood.

Despite the commitments made internationally in 2022, the government in Skopje, actively
supported by Belgrade, refuses to give this elementary human right to the Macedonian Bulgarians,
which the other ten ethnic nations in the country possess. This is a drastic form of discrimination
which in the past had taken the forms of genocide. Such a policy has no place in the EU, no matter
which ethnic group is persecuted. For this reason, it is inadmissible to talk about a bilateral



problem, because respect for human rights is a universal principle and a civilizational commitment
for any government in the world that claims to be democratic.

The demands for real reforms in North Macedonia are enshrined in the proposal of the
French Presidency of the EU from 2022. It reflects the ‘4+1’ package and it is not only Bulgarian,
but of the whole EU. We are convinced that neither Bulgaria nor the other EU members want to
exercise ‘dictat’ on North Macedonia, as the propaganda in Skopje and Belgrade claims. The
solution to the long-standing problems in North Macedonia is urgent reform and democratization
of institutions, in order to achieve national reconciliation, and not the continuation of state anti-
Bulgarian propaganda and repression of persons with Bulgarian self-awareness inherited from the
totalitarian Yugoslav period.

CO-CHAIRMAN CO-CHAIRMAN
(Prof. Trendafil Mitev) (Assoc. Prof. Spas Tashev)

SECRETARY:

(Dimitar M. Dimitrov)

Sofia, September 28, 2023
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MAHU®ECTD

(Tlpoabasenne OTH CTPaHHUA MbPBa) HE CA UMAJTH FBAIMQWHOCTE cBOGOIHG W AeMO-
80AHa. MHOTO OTDH ca0BeHUUTE GHAOXA NoAMaMe KPATHHHO 12 CE HAKAMATE RAIH HeI1asTs 1a 6a-
HH OTH KOMYHHCTHTH 4pesh OGCIAHKA Mpess AaTh ynpaswsanu oTh Bharpaas u faau 8w06-
BPEME Ha TEXKATA OKYMAUMS HO Cera Th CA oule e NPUEMATh Taka NOCTPOEHHATH ADPMABCHD
HOBeYe PAIOUApOBaHH OTKOAKOTO fdxa npess womnaexck wa Baaxamurh., Caegomarteano, wuue
BptMe HA TePMAHCKATAg HTAIHAHCKATA U YHFapeNa oTtpuuame Krocrasus Kate ABPHKABRO-TOAHTH-
Td ONYIAUHS. EAHHCTBEHMSITH HMIXOA® OTH TOBA YECKd KOHCENUHA.
¥IKACHO NOJOMKEHHE € ChIZARAHETO HA €IHA Heda 2. klweto <lorociaBenbs TROpeHue Ha cphiec
sucuma CaoBeHust, KOATO 13 BETIOYBA WRINA 10 kaTa KpaJcka ARHACTHA OTH 1629 roxa. wacamh,
BEHCKH HAPOLh BB HEHHHTH rpaHuui. #e wapaasea wapogrocteata ofocoBeHocTs  Ha

5. MozoBHK yCAOBUA CARILECTBYBATH U 81 B  NBpeatcko, Mawexonus # Caosenus. To 64 cba-
Kora ropaoTo kpajacteo Ha Hepua [opa, k0eto jazeno ch Ordels 1a €€ YHHIIOKAT® HCTOpHUEC
6t unxkopnopupao 8% GuBwa w avewna Orocaa wkutTh Kyatypueth # HapoasocTHTH Geaean Ha

BUSE HPEIB HACHIHE.

Hmafikn npeas Buanb ropuuth  daxtu, Hue
CHUTAME CARIUC KATO Haule 3a)B/IKEHUe 1a Han-
PABHM B ANCTOSIHUE H CJIENHHS

Than CTPAHM, 3aNa3EHH OTH ABArH AhkoBe Ha-
camb. (16108ATEAHO HHE KATETOPHUECKH OTPHMA
M TORA HMeE.

3. 3acrasameé 3a CBOGOAHH W HEIARHCHMH
Xupratcko, Maxexonusi v CAOBEHHH, KOWTO A

MAHWSECT'S ce 0(POPMATS Bb CEOH HANBJIHO CBOGOXHM W Je-
I, IOroesanus 'KaTo ABPKABHO-TOTHTHYECKA MOKPATHHMHHE JTHPKABHH CIHHHUH, YNPARIABAHU
¢AHHHLA ¢ HAKYCTBEHO THOpenue. TA ce cbhagage oth camoto MEcTHO Racetenwe. Camo 4peas 106
Gexb 14 ce UMa CHOGOAHO, NEMOKPATHYHO IAMKT  POROAHOTO KeJaHWe Ha HAPOAKHTE, KOUTO Haceas
Base 10 Haposa. PapeuTs KO#TO TuTo HanpaAK BaTh Aewha KOrociasus # Npu AeiCTAUTEIHO ra-
3a 1a npoBeae KOHCTUTYUHHTHR Ha deacpatnwth pPanTHPAHW MBAHW AEMOKPATHUHY NPABA (e MO-
peny6.IHKAHCKH eXHHULK HATIHCAHK N0 06palens Ke 1a HMA MHPB H CTOMAHCKA HANPeABKh He ¢a-
Ha cbeeTckuTh, ve Ghule nuUKaK®RB  Hapoens wmo 81 HOroctasua o u wa whaus Baakancky no
naebucunts. Hapoauth aw Orocrasusi HHKOra JavoCTpoR®.

—— e ——— ]
Manifesto of Slovenes, Croats and Macedonian Bulgarians,
adopted in Chicago on November 5, 1950.
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B HCTOPHNECKOTO  PA3BUTH
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Publication of the "Macedonian Tribune" of 16
November 1950 with details of the gathering of
Slovenes, Croats and Macedonian Bulgarians held
on 5 November in Chicago.
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The Dedaration on the Situation in Yugoslavia Presented by the
Creatian and Macedonian Liberation Movement to: U Thant, Secretary
General of the United MNations in New York, N. Y.

FOR THE RIGHTS AND DEMANDS OF THE CROATIAN
AND MACEDONIAN BULGARIANS UNDER THE
RULE OF YUGOSLAVIA

March 27, 1969

His Excellency

Secrotary.General of the United N
-Génernl of the Unit Nati

New York, New York A

YOUR EXCELLENCY:

Confident that we are expressing the will of our peo-
ple, we deem it our duty to submit to the United Nations Or-
ganizatfon and its constituent member states, and nlso before
the world public opinion, the following statement:

“It is well known that in Yugosluvia, since its creation
after the firat World War in 1918, and also, prior to that, when

existed as an independent state, there have existed
acute frreconcilable nutional conflicts,

“The present chief of state in Yugoslavin, the Com-
munist dictator Joseph Broz Tito, does not.hesitate lo pub-
licly announce that the single-party system in the country,
that is, the depravation of dissent, must be preserved, since
this is the only way to guarantee the existence of the state;
otherwise, there would immediately appear nationalist parties
of the different national groups in the country, and thereby

the end or eventual downfall of present Yugosiavia.
Thus, Tito has vividly described the ‘sirength and worth' of
hia artificially created mosaic state which would disintegrate
if it were not for its dependence on the harsh police power
and certain foreign economic assistance, Foreign powers are
helping a brutal Communist tyranny in complete contradiction
to the elementary principles of international law, as well as
the obligations under the provisions of the U. N. O. charter,

“The national suppression within the borders of today's
Yugoslavia is well known ever since 1912, when Serbin oce-
cupied the Macedonian province with a predominantly Bui-
garian population,

“M books have been published and many newspupers
have carried reports on the frighttul acts of the Serblan au-
thorities against the Bulgsarian people living in this province.

"The lawlessness committed by the Serbian adminis.
trative sutherities is umply described by competent foreign
observers of cultural nutions. We shall mention only the fu.
mous ‘Keport of the Carnegie Internationsi Commission of In-
quiry into the Causes and Conduct of the Bulkun Wars,” pub.
hished it Washington. D. C, in 1914, Details of Serbian law-
lessness are also found in the archives of the diplomutic
chancelleries of all Great Powers,

“Long |5 the list of numes of Macedonisn Bulgarians
that have been either killed or thrown into prison or com-
pletely impoverished in the effurt to Serbianize them. [he
schools, the churches and every sign of social and cultural
IHe among the Mucedonian -Balgariahe were either tuaken
over or destroyed,

“After the first World War by the arbitrary will of the
victorious Powers, instead of resurrecting Serbia, there came
into being in 1918 the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and
Slovenes, Later on the Serbian King Alexander arbitrarily
renamed the country with its present name: Yugoslavia,

“But in this state, which is in reality an expansion of
Serbia, as far as the Mucedonian Bulgarians are concerned,
lawlessness and coercion huve become the law of the land. No-
where in Western or Middle Europe (except the Macedonian
provinces occupied by Greece in 1912) could one find anything
to resemble the oppressive action of the Yugosluv regime,

"In Croatia, which was illegally included in the Yugoslay
state in 1918, that i3, without the free will of the people, there,
too, wes inaugurated the reign of lawlessness and harsh po-
lice power, and economic plunder.

“For a quarter of u century the tyranny of King Alex-
ander's regime raged over the Croutian people, \While after
the second World War, as a result of the Yalta agreement,
our peoples were deprived of their national rights by the
brutal Communist dictatorship. And with no right or dele-
gated nuthority, there currently speaks in behalf of our peo-
plea u comspiracy amd adventurous group which relies on po-
lice power and the single parly apparatus,

“Yugoslavia 18 n typical state that i= greaply disliked
by the vast majority of its constituencies,

“The Croatian people huve never voted for the creation
and exstence of thia state. The Macedonian Bulgarians on
the other hand despise her and always curse Yugosiavia. Anil
there w hardly a case among the people of Bosnia and Herze.
goving, Montenegro, or the German, the Hungarian, the Ro-
manian or other pational minority, 1o have expressed (tself
in favor of Yugoslavia,

“Many Western authoritiva admit and know that 1his
mosaic satrapy state woukll have heen dissolved long ago by
the oppressed peoples themselves, if it had not iwen for the
foreigi help which she receives.

Favorable for her existence, Yugosiavia hag always
stood for the principhe of non-interference in her internal af
fuira; and that for very good reasons. She 8 worried amd
attempts to conceul officially the fact that the included na
tionahties are againat her. The government of Yugosiavia
ir fearful of the provisions of the United Nations Charter and
the promises of the Atlantic Charter. She trembles Ly the
very wlea that the people shonld he given the right to decule
their political destiny and also elect their natioun! representa-
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The Dedaration on the Situation in Yugoslavia Presented by the
Creatian and Macedonian Liberation Movement to: U Thant, Secretary
General of the United Mations in New York, N. Y.

tives.

"Since they were included in the borders of Yugoslavia,
our people have at pumerous times presented reports and
memorandums  concerning  their  political  situation. Com-
plaints of violutions of their Human Rights and demands for
rectifications have formerly been sent to the League of Na-
tions in Geneva, and after the second World War to the United
Nutions in New York; but all of this without any effect,

“The peoples there have fought with every possible
means against the imposed political misfortune,

“The national question of our roplu stand above
everything else. The only salvation they can visualize is
ascession from Yugoslavis {n which country they were incor-
poruted aguinst their will. It would be desirable that this
separstion take place by pewceful means. Such a solution
would not only be in the interest of Balkan, snd even workl
peace, but also in the harmony with human justice.

“It is the right pf the Croatian people to create an in-
dependent and sovereign state of their own not only on the
principle of self-determination, but also on the basis of the
10-century-old historical state right from which the Croatinn
people have never renounced themselves,

“Although geographically connected with their brothers
in the Bulgarian stute, the Macedonian Bulgarians during their
reerly seven decades of fighting for liberation have often de-
clared that they would, in the name of Balkan peace and har-
mony, make secrifices by accepting the creation of an inde-
pendent Mucedonia organized on the example of Switzerland,
with equal civil rights of all nationalities living in the country
—Bulgarians, Turks, Greeks, Romanisns, Albanians and others.

"Recalling that the Yugoslav Constitution itself pro-
vides for self-determination of its peoples, and also stipulates
the right to secede — but let anyone speak of secession and
he would be exposed to a death penalty.

“The division of Yugoslavia inte six republics and two
autonomoug provinces, even though subjected to the rigid
Serbian government in Belgrade, in itself points out thut
there exists no such a thing as a Yugosiav nution. Con-
versely, in the Yugoalav stiate there exist well-eatablished
historically, ethnographically and culturally se te nutional-
ities — Croatians, Slovenes, Serbs, Macedonian Bulgurians,
and others, with their own national sspirations,

“I'here should be i cure fur the active und open wounds
in the body of Europe, as there wre still unsolved nationul
questions, among the foremost those of the Croatians and the
Maucedonian Bulgarians,

“A happy future of the world would be ussured only by

removing the existing national injustices, since there would
ulways be danger of despuir und & resort to means of violence.

FOR THE CROATIAN
LIBERATION MOVEMENT:

“For the cause of justice and Balkan peace, the dissolu-
tien of Yugoslavia in indispensable.

“In an eventual unified Europe, our people should fig-
ure as membera of rightful national independient states ruther
than be represented by Helgrade, Serbia or some kind of
Yugoslavia,

“On this anniversary of the proclamation of the Uni-
versul Declaration of Human Rights, in the nume of the prin-
ciple of freedom, equal justice, and the nstional right of self.
determination of nations, we are presenting to the Umitel
Nations Orgunization wid of all its member nations, snd world

ublic opinion, our demand for w peaceful separation from
ugosiavia of ull historical and ethnic territory of the Croatiun
people (the present republic of Croutin and Bosnia snd Herze-
govina), and of the Mucedonian Bulgurians und the creation
of independent and sovereign states of Croatia and Muacedonin,"”

FOR THE MACEDONIAN
LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN
SUBIUGATED MACEDONIA

DR STIEPAN HEFEH, Prescent IVAN MIHAILOFF

Toe Central Committee of the Croaation The Central Committee of the Mace-

FPatriotle O lestion of (he
United Staten and Canads

PETER G ATZEFF, Pres
(HRIST ANASTASOFF. V-Pres
BLAGOV MAKKOFF, V.Pres
CLEMENT G. NICOLOFF. Secy
THEODOR TCHOUKALEFY

societies in Esrepe danl

DIt ANDRLJA [LAC, Prey
JUSIHY BIOSIC. Necy

The Central Commilter of the Unlted

Croatlans of Canads

OTH NEGOVETIC, Pres
GOROSLAY MANDIC. Secy

. . Troasurer
The Ceatral Commitive of the Croation
Snebrties = Sowth Americs IVAN A LEBAMOFF  Adviser
ING VAN ASANUAC Pees M A P OISAKOV, Abviser

EMIL KLANI sy

The Cemteal Commitbes of Ihe Creatian

Guardians o Likeriy, Ine o
the Lniled Sdatrs

e ANTE HONIFACIC Vs
ING. MILAN M OSEGA See

The Uesteal Counell of the Crustisn

Assaciation In Awetratia

bW ORUNIC Sevy

11



-~

UNITED CROATS OF CANADA
GENERAL COMMITTEE — TORONTO

RESOLUTION

which has been unanimously voted by the United Crouts of Canads
on the oceasion of their 18th Convention in Toronfe from 20th-22nd
May 1972,

1. The United Croats of Canada, whossbramgbas ave all pver
Canada, express thelr most sincere gratitude to the Government
dnd people of Canadn for granting their members aaylum after the
Second World War and giving them opportunity to live in freedom
Especially we are grateful that we are able to xpeak the truth about
the struggle of the Croatian people for thelr freedom and indepen-
dence.

2. As loyal citivens of Canada, who appriciate freedom above
all, we declare, that we shall continué to give every possible moral
and material support to our Croatian Liberation Movement the aims
of which are complete freedom and independence of Croatie.

8. We condemn most resolutely all atrocitics of the great Ser-
bian Communist regime against the Croatian people, especially the
gemocide of Bleiburg when Tito’s Communists mussacred hundreds
of thousands of Cronts because they did not want to live under Ser-
bian domination but in their own State of Croatin. We demand from
all international jurist institutions a start to Investigations of this
crime, which is shameful for European history, and to bring to trisl
all thase responsible.

4. Especially, we condemn the latest brutuliiy of Tito's regime
against the Oroatian students, intellectuala, workers and peasants
who, after 26 years of unheard of great Serbian persecution and
exploitation of our rich and beautiful homeland. Croatis, ununi-
mously rebelled against Belgrade.

5. We protesat against the exploitation of all able Croatian men
who are forced to work in free countries of Western Europe under
supervision of Tito's mecret police, many of whom during their
vinits to Croatis are persecuted and imprisoned,

6. We appeal to the United Nations and to u!l responsible in-
stitutions of the free wotid to Intervene und demend from Belgrade

- to release imntedintely all Imprisoned Croatian puiziots and to stop
+ the stave trade with Croatian workers.

7. We declare that between the great Serbinn imperialism nod
the will of the Croatian peeple to live free in their own independent
State of Croatia there cannot be any compromise. The whele world
Hus goen this fact from the present oppresaive meisures of Relgrade
against the Croktian people. Therefore, thd only solution of the
Croatian problem is the complete separation of «ll Crontinn lands
from Serhin,

8 We condemn sll those who presumahly on behalf of the
Crontian peoplo want to achieve this separation with Ruasian help
heesuse the Croatian people do not want to swap the Belgmde yohe

. We express our solldavity with all oppredsed peoples of
Yugoaluvia, sspecially with the Macedonian Bulpurians who, toge
er with the Oronts, wuffer most,

5 (18
threat for pence in Burope and in the world Therofore, we wppen!
to all the responxitié statesmen and politicisns notto make any

ngreements hehind the back of the Crontian people, bat, on the con- H H
iy e ke T S0 Y YIE S i Sttt et b Resolution of the United Croats of Canada of

Yugoslavia, and to restare their independent State of Croatia with- 22 May 1972, expressing their solidarity with
ot which there cannot be freedom for the Crogtian people

ponce und stability in Europe. all oppressed peoples in Jugoslavia and
For the United Croata of Canwili especially with the Macedonian Bulgarians,
Pocitay Geaeul: R who, together with the Croats, suffer the most.
Goroslay Mandic Ante Markovie
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Ethnic Kinship Fosters
Common Political Goals
For Croatia, Macedonia

The following is a franscription of the comments
made by the guest speaker of the Sixty-Fourth Annual
MPO Convention, Janko Skrbin, who addressed
those present at the Sunday evening Grand Banquet
at Stouffer’s Inn on the Square on September 1, 1985.

1t is an honor and privilege
10 be among vou tonight, and
I would like to express my gra-
titude 10 Mr. lvan Lebamoff
and the leadership of the
Macedonian Patriotic Organi-
zation for the invitatton to
speak al your convention in
Cleveland in the name of the
Croatian National Congress.

After our meeting in Detroit
on April 21 of this vear, at
which ume Dr. Mate
Mestrovic. President of the
Executive Committee of the
CNC, and [ were present, we
meet again for the second
time and we hope and firmly
believe that this is not only the
continuation of an old
friendship, but also the begin-
ning ot a new cooperation for
the realization of our national
abjectives.

1 wish thar this date and this
convention be marked as the
date of concentrated and
svstematic elforts of our or-
ganizations for the liberation
and self-determination of our
peoples.

Both the Macedonian Patri-
oti¢c Organizdtion and the Cro-
atian National Congress

depari from the stand-point
that any Yugoslavia, be 1t
monarchial, be it communist,
15 always ihe nsurument of
Serbian national interest. and
therefore essentially anti-
Macedono-Bulgarjan and anti-
Croatian. For this we have
ample historical evidence,
since Yugosiavia was always
an oppressive state, because as
a democratic state it simply
cannol exist.

Both Macedono-Bulgarians
and Croatians became a part
of the Yugoslav state against
their national will, and we pro-
pose today at this convention
the dissolution of Yugoslavia
as the only logical solution.
There will be no peace as long
as Yugoslavia exists. A basic
demand for justice and
demo¢rscy is the right of
nauonal seif-determinauon. It
is the internationally
recognized right of every
people in every corner of the
world and it has to be applicd
10 our geographical area. to
Macedonia and Croatia.

We Croatian emigres, in the-
sequence of ¢vents ar home
and abroad, have come,io the
conclusion of an urgent need
and necessity for the consoli-
dation of our political activity
and national eftforts. For that
purpose the Croatian Nauon-
al Congress was created in
Torosto. Canada, in 1974,
Qur charter was signed by 23
organizations and political
parties. Today we have
organizations from Melbourne
to Stockholm, from Johanes-
burg to Vancouver. Our main
objective is 10 assist the Cro-
atian people—with all appro-
priate means—in the estab-

Continued on page 7
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October 10, 1985
Janko Skrbin

lishment of an independent,
democratic state within our
national and historical
boundaries.

As a democratic political
coalition, we speak in the
name of our Croatia, in
defense of our rights, and
against Yugoslavia as a state
of tyranny. Whenever we
speak for Croatia we also
speak for the equal rights of
all other peoples oppressed in
Yugoslavia, and every oppres-
sed people is our friend in the
cause of liberty and justice.

Therefore, our communi-
cation with you my dear
friends is very clear: it is not
only the ethmic Kinship, not
only almost a hundred years of
cultural and political contacts,
it is a simple fact that our es-
sential interests are identical;
and we hope that from now on
we will speak together more
often for our common goals
and objectives, against the
centralist, repressive and
chauvinist state-of Yugoslavia,
and for the liberation and self-
determination of our peoples.
In reality, looking from the
standpoint of our national
interests, our cooperation is an
expression of mutual self-
interest. The closer we cooper-
ate, the stronger we are.

Macedonian Tribune

We know how honorable
but difficult the journey of
your people has been during
its history. Macedonia was the
area of the first Bulgarian
state and the cradle of Slavic
literary activity. As was our
Croatian history, so was your
history a constant struggle for
survival., Due to its geopoliti-
cal location, Macedonia was
always exposed to invasions,
occupations, and oppressions.
Five hundred years of Turkish
occupation and more recent
ambitions and claims of neigh-
boring countries on your na-
tional territory mark your
political history. Your nation-
al awakening in the 19th
century brought a very brief
unity to Macedonian lands
with the San Stefano Treaty,
yet only a few months later by
the Treaty of the Berlin Con-
gress in 1878, Macedonia
again became a part of
Turkey. Struggle for auto-
nomy stimulated your patriots
to organize IMRO in 1893 as a
Macedonian Liberation Move-
ment leading to the heroic
1linden Uprising in 1903 which
was crushed in blood, but
which remained in history as a
symbol of political will and
national determination. Essen-
tially, there were two Balkan
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Wars fought over Macedonia,
in 1912 and in 1913, leading to
the partition of Macedonia.
As the result of the second
Balkan War, Macedonia was
divided among three countries.
Bulgaria, Greece, and Serbta;
and still to this day, this
division remains a sad reality.
For that reason, the principal
aim of the Macedono-Bulgari-
an patriots everywhere is the
unity of the Macedonian lands
and the Macedonian country.
In this endeavor you have our
understanding and our
support.

In fact the Croatians have
demonstrated an understand-
ing and support for the Mace-
donian Liberation Movement
as early as the end of the last
century when the author and
patriot Georgi Kapchev
started to publish in Zagreb a
magazine called Macedonia.
He also wrote a booklet called
Moakedonia fli Glas Roba
(Macedonia or the voice of a
slave). Croats have considered
the Macedonian national
struggle as deeply justified, as
we continue to do today.

When the pan-Serbian chau-
vinists tried in vain to wipe out

Macedonia in the first
Yugosiavia, calling your
national territory South

Serbia, and when tens of
thousands of Macedono-Bul-
garians went to jails in testi-
mony of their national identi-
ty, Croatians again came 1o
the defense of your people in
the historical progess against
20 young men in Skopie in
1927 and declared that
Macedonia has the right to
free political and national
expression,

There are other historical
contacts, which neither we,
nor history, will forget. It
should never be forgotten that
the partition of Macedonian
national territory is mainly
due to Serbian imperialistic
designs. Today, at this con-
vention of Macedonia’s pa-
triots, ] would like to point out
with the Croatian historian
Ivo Pilat ““that the essence of
the South-Slav problem con-
sists in fact, that the
Serbianism has evolved in a
strong, imperialistic move-
ment, equally as religious as it
is national-political, with the
objective to subjugate and
absorb the other South-Slavia
peoples.”

This is why the Macedono-
Bulgarians and the Croatiang
both face Yugoslavia as a
fundamental problem to our
national existence and future.



